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ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE  OF WOMEN
Q. Some people oppose a modification of laws relating
to the right of a married woman to own property on the
ground that economic independence of woman would lead
to the spread of immorality among women and disruption
of domestic life. What is your attitude on the question ?
A. I would answer the question by a counter ques-
tion: Has not independence of man and his holding
property led to the spread of immorality among men ? If
you answer * yes * then let it be so also with women. And
when women have rights of ownership and the rest like
men, it will be fouhd that the enjoyment of such rights is
not responsible for their vices or their virtues. Morality
which depends upon the helplessness of a man or woman
has not much to recommend it. Morality is rooted in the
purity of our hearts.
Hartjan, 8-6-'40
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DO NOT SEEK PATRONAGE
Q. We find that the Congress is reluctant to select
women representatives on a large scale for elective bodies.
It is surely just and necessary that more women are taken
into the various bodies. How would you deal with the
question ?
A. I am not enamoured of equality or any other pro-
portion in such matters. Merit should be the only test.
Seeing however that it has been the custom to decry
women, the contrary custom should be to prefer women,
merit being equal, to men even if the preference should
result in men being entirely displaced by women. It would
be a dangerous thing to insist on membership on the
ground merely of sex. Women, and for that matter any
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